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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to amendment filed on 05/05/2006. 



Response to Amendment 

The examiner has acknowledged Applicant's amendment. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 05/05/2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the Lai '2004/0193648 A1 is not a proper reference since 
such reference is a continuation-in-part of US Application No. 10/465,805, filed on June 
20, 2003 and issued as US Patent 6,888,477 on May 3, 2005 (the '477 patent), which is 
a continuation of US Application No. 10/141,966, filed on May 10, 2002, now US Patent 
6,593,860 (the '860 patent), which is a continuation of US Application No. 09/742,294, 
filed on December 22, 2000, now US Patent 6,407,680 (the '680 patent). 

The Examiner agrees that the Lai '2004/0193648 A1 is a continuation-in-part of 
US Application No. 10/465,805, filed on June 20, 2003 and issued as US Patent 
6,888,477 on May 3, 2005 (the '477 patent). However, Such publication ('648) is entitled 
to the US Patent No. 6,470,680 date because the '680 patent discloses the claimed 
invention. The examiner had realized during the previous office action, that using either 
one of them ('648 or '680 patent) was going to be a 102 (e) rejection, and the '680 
patent covered all the limitations in the claims. 
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The examiner has mapped claim 1 with the US Patent No. 6,407,680, as an 
example, to show the Applicant where the limitations are being described in the 
disclosure of the '680 patent : 

Regarding claims 1 and 15, Lai teaches a system and method comprising a 
computer system including a processor and a memory (fig. 2;col. 3, lines 2-10) 
for retrieving digital media content (col. 3, lines 11 - 18); performing 
decompression and decryption functions on the digital media content which vary 
according to a type of digital media content (col. 3, lines 34 - 50), the functions 
being able to be performed during and after the digital media content is 
downloaded (col. 7, lines 39 - 53); temporarily storing the digital media content in 
the memory for various lengths of time as needed by performance demands (col. 
17, lines 51 - 56); buffering the digital media content (col. 1, lines 49 - 56; col. 11, 
lines 51 - 64); and providing the digital media content as needed via a user 
interface to a thin media client using a first network (col. 5, line 49 through col. 6, 
line 13; col. 15, lines 27 - 38; col. 18, lines 16 • 24). 

Applicant is kindly advised to review the US Patent No. 6,407,680 in view of the 
claimed invention. 

As such, the rejection is maintained and sustained as follows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 10, 12 - 24, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lai et al (US 2004/0193648; hereinafter Lai). 

Regarding claims 1 and 15, Lai teaches a system and method comprising a 
computer system including a processor and a memory (fig. 2; paragraph [0066]) for 
retrieving digital media content (paragraphs [0030], [0067], and [0127]; Lai discloses 
that in response to the transcoding request, to command the transcoding server 
to fetch (retrieve) the media content); performing decompression and decryption 
functions on the digital media content which vary according to a type of digital media 
content (paragraphs [0143] - [0144]; Lai discloses the task of transcoding the requested 
media content from the source type into the destination type), the functions being able 
to be performed during and after the digital media content is downloaded (fig. 5A; 
paragraphs [0141], [0158 - 0159], and [0188 - 0191]; Lai discloses the downloading 
may be fully performed prior to viewing or it may be progressive. That is a portion 
of the transcode media content may be downloaded and then viewed, while a 
second portion of the media content is being downloaded); temporarily storing the 
digital media content in the memory for various lengths of time (paragraphs [0157] and 
[0159]; Lai discloses that a copy of the transcoded media content is temporarily 
stored in the transcode cache 212, permitting expedited delivery of the media 
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content when subsequent requests for the same media content transcode into 
the same destination type are received by the media transcoding engine 106); 
buffering the digital media content (paragraphs [0009], [0066], and [01 19]); and 
providing the digital media content as needed via a user interface to a thin media client 
using a first network (paragraphs [0030], [0143], and [0162]; Lai discloses streaming 
the transcode media content to the viewer client 102). 

Regarding claims 2-3 and 16 - 17, Lai teaches the system and method of 
claims 1 and 15, wherein the thin media client comprises an audio client; and wherein 
the digital media content comprises an audio file (paragraphs [0005], and [0087] - 
0088]). 

Regarding claims 4 and 18, Lai teaches the system and method of claims 2 and 
16, wherein the digital media content comprises realtime audio information (paragraphs 
[0010], [0014], [0086], and [0138]). 

Regarding claims 5 - 6 and 19 - 20, Lai teaches the system and method of 
claims 2 and 15, wherein the thin media client comprises a video client, and wherein the 
digital media content comprises video information; and wherein the thin media client 
comprises an image client, and wherein the digital media content comprises image 
information (paragraphs [0005] and [0170). 

Regarding claims 7 and 21, Lai teaches the system and method of claims 6 and 
15, wherein the computer system is for transcoding the digital media content prior to 
providing the digital media content to the thin media client (paragraphs [0128] and 
[0158]). 
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Regarding claims 8 and 21, Lai teaches the system and method of claims 6 and 
1 5, wherein the computer system is for performing a rights management task 
associated with the digital media content prior to providing the digital media content to 
the thin media client (paragraphs [0007], [0141], and 0164]). 

Regarding claims 9 and 23, Lai teaches the system and method of claims 6 and 
15, wherein the computer system is for performing a decompression function on the 
digital media content prior to providing the digital media content to the thin media client 
(paragraph [0144]). 

Regarding claims 10 and 24 Lai teaches the system and method of claims 6 and 
15, wherein the computer system is for performing a decryption function on the digital 
media content prior to providing the digital media content to the thin media client 
(paragraph [0144]; the decryption function is inherently done by the media transcoding 
engine 106). 

Regarding claims 12 and 26, Lai teaches the system and method of claims 6 and 
15, wherein the computer system is for providing an interface associated with the thin 
media client to a user to allow the user to access one or more features of the thin media 
client (paragraphs [0094] and [0097]). 

Regarding claim 1 3, Lai teaches the system of claim 6, wherein the computer 
system is for retrieving the digital media content using a second network (paragraph 
[0085]). 

Regarding claim 14, Lai teaches the system of claim 6, wherein the first network 
comprises a home network (paragraphs [0087], [0089], and 0093]). 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yves Dalencourt whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3998. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 7:30AM - 6: 00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
Yves Dalencourt 




